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The Change in Factories

Size:  The size of factories in America changed drastically after the Civil War.  Factories had once been small workplaces where employers and employees knew each other and worked side by side.  As mass production spread, factories became larger.  

Relationships:  The relationship between employer and employee changed as well.  Bosses had been a part of small communities and they knew their employees and their families.  Huge monopoly owners had no personal relationship with their employees.  In large factories these workers were more likely to stand next to a machine all day than talk to their employer.

“Industrialization” Changes America

Industrialization: Industrialization is the term given to describe the time when mass production and factories were becoming more common in America.

Movement of people:  One effect of Industrialization was the movement of people away from rural farms to the crowded cities where the factories were located.  

Immigration:  Another effect of Industrialization was immigration.  People from other countries knew they could come to America and there would be work for them in our ever- expanding factories.

USA becomes a World Power:  Lastly, America began to emerge as a world power as a result of our factory production.  We were able to produce more materials than the strongest nations in the world.  (By 1900, Carnegie Steel was turning out more steel than all of Great Britain!) 

Effects on the Workers
Dangers:  Factories were filled with hazards.  Owners spent little to improve the safety and comfort of the workers.  Textile workers inhaled damaging dust and fibers.  Coal miners were buried in cave-ins and steel workers were burned and injured in daily accidents with the hot steel.

Child Labor: Child Labor was also a huge concern at the time.  In 1900 nearly 2 million children were working full time jobs throughout the country.  In addition to the physical risk, these children were being prevented from attending school.  These kids had little change of ever improving their lives because of this.
Improve Working Conditions

Unions Form:  Since the early 1800’s, workers had tried to band together to win better working conditions.  Unions such as the American Federation of Labor were formed to try to gain better wages, shorter hours and safer working conditions.   Using strikes, these unions make slow but steady progress for their workers.  

The Triangle Fire: The Triangle Fire was a huge tragedy that did, however, have positive long term results.  On March 25, 1911 the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory burned down killing 150 people altogether.  The building itself had very few safety measures in place.  Because of the fire, New York and other states approved safety laws to protect workers. 

